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NAVY DIVERS and DIVER SUPPORT 
PERSONNEL NEWSLETTER 

March 09, 2014 
 

  
 

2014 11th Bi-Annual Reunion 
 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 
HOLIDAY INN SAN DIEGO 

BAYSIDE 
4875 North Harbor Drive 

San Diego, CA 92106 

MAY 4 – 8, 2014  

 
http://www.holinnbayside.com 

 
To date members of the following groups have indicated 

they will be in attendance. 
Navy Divers Association - NDA 

Harbor Clearance Unit ONE (HCU-1) Vietnam Association 

(Divers and Diver Support Personnel) 
SEA LAB – Man-In-The Sea Program 

ASR-ARS Association 

 

FROM the EDITOR 
 

This is a shortened newsletter just to get information out to 
all of you to assist in making your plans to attend our 11

th
 bi-

annual reunion. I plan on inserting several links to places 
you can visit while you are here in beautiful San Diego. 
 
Don’t forget to send in your Pre-Registration forms.  It would  

 
 
help me out a lot.  You can send checks if you would like , 
but not necessary until a week or so before the event so I 
can plan on attendance for the dinner buffet. 

 
RESERVATIONS ARE NOW OPEN 

 
Making your reservations is very easy.  You may call either 
800-650-6660   or   619-224-3621 to make your reservations 
for May 4 – 8, 2014.  You must identify yourself as part of 
the U S NAVY DIVERS REUNION. 

 
Holiday Inn Bayside has graciously extended the low rate 

to three days before the reunion and three days after. 
 
You may also go to the Holiday Inn Bayside website 
www.holidayinn.com/san-baysideca   and make your 
reservations this way. 
 

OUT-OF-TOWNER EARLY ARIVALS 
 
Ceil and I decided to follow in the footsteps of Shirley and 
Larry “Doc” Stokes and host a get-together for all out-of-
towners who arrive early.  So, if you arrive in San Diego 
before Saturday evening, 05/03/2014, plan on dinner, 
drinks, friends and tall tales at our place on Saturday. 
 
We are located directly up the hill from the Holiday Inn and 
our address is 3804 Wildwood Road.  I will provide 
directions as we get closer to the event. 
 

http://www.holinnbayside.com/
http://www.holidayinn.com/san-baysideca
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No need to bring anything, other than yourselves, or exotic 
drinks, if you are drinking them.  We’ll have the beer and 
wine as well as good food. 
 
PLEASE RSVP no later than Saturday, 04/04/2014 

 

WHAT WILL BE HAPPENING AROUND 
POINT LOMA 

 
I took a short 15 to 20 minute walk around the Holiday Inn 
and waterfront area and took several pictures.  I  included 
them via a link on our website at  
http://www.navydivers.net/2014NdaReunion.html  
I included some shots of Jimmy’s Famous American Tavern 
as well as Pizza Nova, the Fish Market, Point Loma Seafood 
and Holiday Inn’s own Point Loma Café.  You don’t even 
have to cross Harbor Drive to get to the Point Loma Café. 

 
DINING 

 
Jimmy’s Famous American Tavern (JFAT)    http://j-fat.com/ 
is located immediately across the street from the Holiday Inn 
Bayside.  Ceil and I have tried it out and it is excellent!!  The 
Monday lunch of a gourmet burger and a glass of beer for 
$12 is a steal.  I tried it and was completely satisfied. 
 

 
 
 
Pizza Nova    http://www.pizzanova.net/ Also located 
immediately across the street from our lodging.  The location 
you need to check out is the Point Loma location.  Another 
good eatery.  Haven’t tried this one yet, but will before the 
reunion. 
 
Oggi’s Sport Brew House http://libertystation.oggis.com/ 
This is the restaurant where we hold our 2

nd
 Friday of every 

month San Diego Divers’ Recall.  About a 6 – 8 minute walk 
from our hotel and is located on Liberty Station  --  see more 
below for Liberty Station 
 

LIBERTY STATION 
(The Old Naval Training Center) 

 
Many of you may have gone through boot camp at the now 
extinct Naval Training Center – San Diego.  For those of you 
who went through boot camp at NTC, this will be an eye 
opener.  It has been converted to many shops, restaurants 
and even a brewery. 

Here’s a link to the directory for Liberty Station   
 
http://libertystation.com/directory  
 
 
Here’s a link to Yelp with its reviews of the many places to  
visit on Liberty Station. 
 
http://www.yelp.com/search?find_desc=Restaurants+Liberty
+Station&find_loc=San+Diego,+CA 
 
You can use this link to get around the immediate area and 
know where you want to go and what you want to do before 
you get here. 
 

SPORT FISHING 
 
H&M Landing http://www.hmlanding.com/ This 
is an excellent sport fishing venue and is located across the 
street from our hotel.  It’s about a 5 – 6 minute walk  --  if 
you are a slow walker.. 
 
Red Rooster III out of Lee Palm Sportfishers and the link is  
http://www.redrooster3.com/ 
 
Point Loma Sport Fishing is another sport boat and its link is 
http://www.pointlomasportfishing.com/  
 

SHOPPING 

 
We have several large malls available for shoppers and we 
will be negotiating with the hotel property to get groups to 
the various malls.  This is still being worked out, but I will 
have something available for all of you. 
 

GOLFING 
 
I do not arrange golfing tee times, but will get a local group 
together and have them put some packages together for 
you.  Joe Medina is working on a very good package at the 
Sail Ho Golf Course which is located on Liberty Station and 
just a short seven minute drive through Liberty Station to get 
there.  It used to be the old NTC golf course so many of you 
may have already toured the nine holes. 
 
More to come on this as Joe puts the package together. 
 

CASINOS 
 
We are working the Casino issue and should have additional 
information in the next few weeks. 

 

SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
We will run this reunion exactly as we have in the past and it 
will be open from 1500 on the 4ht for the entire four days.  
We always close the room from midnight to 0700. 
 
Hospitality Suite:  We will have our usual hospitality suite 
where the property allows us to bring in our own beer, wine, 
liquor, soft drinks, etc.  We may also bring in our own 
snacks, (i.e., pretzels, chips, nuts, etc.). The hospitality 
suite, as we have done in the past, will run on the honor 
system where we put out a can and participants donate 
based on what they think they consume. 

http://www.navydivers.net/2014NdaReunion.html
http://j-fat.com/
http://www.pizzanova.net/
http://libertystation.oggis.com/
http://libertystation.com/directory
http://www.yelp.com/search?find_desc=Restaurants+Liberty+Station&find_loc=San+Diego,+CA
http://www.yelp.com/search?find_desc=Restaurants+Liberty+Station&find_loc=San+Diego,+CA
http://www.hmlanding.com/
http://www.redrooster3.com/
http://www.pointlomasportfishing.com/
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Sunday:  Check previous newsletters 
 
Monday:  Check previous newsletters 
  
Tuesday:  Check previous newsletters 
 
Wednesday:  Check previous newsletters 

 
Our bi-annual business meeting will be held at 0900 today in 
the Hospitality Suite.  
 
We will hold our banquet in the evening. We are planning on 
the usual buffet style sit down meal followed by our fund 
raising auction. 
 
Prior to our bi-annual auction, we will conduct our bi-annual 
"Tolling of the Bells" ceremony for those divers and diver 
support personnel who have passed away during the past 
two years.  I believe we have a bell to use so we are good 
there. 
 

BANQUET TIMES 
 
1700  -- 1730  --  No host cocktails 
1730  -- 1745  --  Banquet line positioning 
1745  --  1900  --  Buffet Dinner 
1900  --  ??  --  Auction 
 

DINNER BUFFET 
 

SALADS 

Tossed Green 
Fresh Fruit 

 
ENTRÉE 

Tri-Tip 
Roast Turkey 

Fresh Catch of the Day 
 

POTATO 

Roasted Red 
 

RICE 

Long Grain and Wild 
 

VEGETABLES 

Fresh Seasonal 
 

DESSERTS 

Carrot Cake 
Black Forest Cake 
Assorted Mousse 

 
BUFFET ALSO INCLUDES 

Warm Rolls and Butter 
Freshly Brewed Kona Coffee. Hot Tea and Milk 

 

AUCTION  AUCTION  AUCTION 
 
The auction will follow the dinner.  Larry “Doc” Stokes, our 
reunion Auctioneer extraordinaire, has volunteered again to 
do the calling with his beautiful wife, Shirley, handing the 
collections. 
 

This auction is our main fund raiser for the NDA. 

We always need items for this auction.  So it’s 

time to do your bi-annual clean out of your attics, garages, 
etc. and dig up anything you think will sell…no matter for 
how much or how little.  Every little bit helps. 
 
Rick Armstrong, CWO-5, Ret. has again offered to 
commission a piece of artwork specifically for the reunion 
and donate it for our auction. You can see some of Rick’s 
beautiful work at www.deepseadiveart.com  You can also go 
to this link on our NDA website under links. If you would like 
to have Rick commission a design specifically for you, you 
may email Rick at deepseadiveart@yahoo.com  
 
Bruce Banks, CDR, Ret has again offered to donate a week 
or two at his luxury condo close to Jaco, Costa Rica (the 
west coast). Pat Hudnall was the lucky highest bidder on 
Bruce’s condo at the May 2012 reunion.  Before the bidding 
begins, Pat has agreed to give you all insight into his 
vacation at Bruce’s luxury condo... 
 
Thursday:  Hospitality Suite will be opened until 11:00 A.M.  

This is check-out day. 
 

History of the NDA Reunion 
 
The original reunion was held in Las Vegas at Palace 
Station in 1994 as the HARBOR CLEARANCE UNIT ONE – 
VIETNAM reunion.  After several reunions the group 
decided to open the reunions to ALL Navy Divers and 
Support Personnel.   
 
Attendance is open to ALL NAVY DIVERS, ALL HCU ONE 
VETERANS, ALL SEALAB DIVERS, ALL ARS / ASR 
VETERANS  and, most importantly, ALL DIVER SUPPORT 
PERSONNEL (who made and continue to make it possible 

for the diver’s to complete their missions), their SPOUSES, 

SIGNIFICANT OTHERS and FRIENDS. 
 

NDA WEBSITE 
 
Don’t forget to continue to visit OUR website now that WE 
(you and me) paid for and WE put together and WE 
maintain.  It’s OUR website for US.  Please support it by 
visiting OUR website. 

 

CHECKLIST 

 
If you need anything or want to inquire about anything, 
please contact one of us. 
 
David Ball 
 3804 Wildwood Road, San Diego, CA 92107-3750 
 Home:  (619) 225-0304        Cell:   (619) 733-3804 
 Home email:  davidball@cox.net 
 
Dave Peterson 
 635 Harmony Way, Centreville, MD 21617 
 Home:  (443) 262-8335 

 Home email:  speterson@chesapeake.net 
      
     
 

http://www.deepseadiveart.com/
mailto:deepseadiveart@yahoo.com

