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NAVY DIVERS and SUPPORT PERSONNEL 
NEWSLETTER 

August 2, 2013 
 

  
 

2014 11th Bi-Annual Reunion 
 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 
HOLIDAY INN SAN DIEGO 

BAYSIDE 
4875 North Harbor Drive 

San Diego, CA 92106 

MAY 4 – 8, 2014  

 
http://www.holinnbayside.com 

 
To date the following groups have indicated they will be in 

attendance. 
 

Navy Divers Association - NDA 
Harbor Clearance Unit ONE (HCU-1) Vietnam Association 

SEA LAB – Man-In-The Sea Program 

 

HOLIDAY INN SAN DIEGO BAYSIDE 
WRITE-UP 

 
The Holiday Inn San Diego Bayside is located across from 
the beautiful San Diego Bay and only 1 ½ miles from the 
San Diego International Airport.  The Holiday Inn Bayside 
has been host to hundreds of reunions, and is what we do 
best! We were selected as one of the “Top 10 Places to  
 

 
hold a reunion” by USA Today in June 2010!  Our 
reasonable rates assure good value for your money in our 
newly renovated hotel.  The following amenities and 
services we provide make us the ideal location for your 
group: 

 
Complimentary Hospitality Suite where you may bring in 
your own refreshments; We will supply the Coolers, Portable 
Bar, Display Tables, Ice, etc at no charge. 
 
Complimentary 24 hour Airport/Amtrak Shuttle and 
Complimentary Parking 
 
Complimentary Welcome Reception - includes a nice variety 
of hot and cold hors d’oeuvres and a Full Bar (Beer, Wine, 

http://www.holinnbayside.com/
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Well, or Soft Drinks) on us for one hour on the evening of 
your choice. 
 
Reunion rate can be extended 3 days pre and post reunion, 
based upon availability 

 
Complimentary use of TV/DVD/VCR for viewing past 
reunion gatherings/Assistance in hanging Banners/Flags 
 
Complimentary shuttle can be arranged to local shopping 
and Balboa Park/Zoo 
 
Restaurant offers Senior Discounts (55 years or better), 
home-style cooking, and most entrees under $14; plus 10 
restaurants within walking distance 
 
The Bayside Bar offering daily Happy Hour Specials, along 
with complimentary hors d’oeuvres from 5:00pm – 6:30pm 
 
You are able to bring in muffins, and Danish, Juice, etc into 
the Hospitality Room. We do have a NEX (Navy Exchange) 
across the street, and a Smart and Final about 10 minutes 
away, which are both good places for all of the Hospitality 
Room items 
 
10 Disabled Access Rooms/Property is entirely ADA 
Accessible; For those guests who smoke, we have a few of 
our poolside rooms that are still designated as smoking 
rooms; both of the 5 story towers are non smoking 
 
9-Hole Putting Course, Poolside Billiards, Ping Pong, 
Bicycles (2 hours free), Fitness Room, Heated Pool/Spa, 
Shuffleboard Courts; Wireless High Speed Internet Access, 
Guest Laundry Facilities, and Convenience/Gift Store 
 
Lush Tropical Courtyard/Poolside area for BBQ Buffets and 
Outdoor Events 

 
 
Close to San Diego’s major attractions, like the San Diego 
Zoo, SeaWorld, Balboa Park, Seaport Village, Petco Park, 
and the Gaslamp Quarter 
 
Custom Reunion Planning/Assistance from Hotel Staff which 
host up to 40 reunions a year. 
 
In addition, the Holiday Inn Bayside has just completed 
construction of a new building and we will be holding our 
Wednesday night banquet in the banquet hall. 
 

Guestroom amenities include 37” Flat Screen HDTV’s, 
Celestial Plush King or Double Queen sized beds, Pillow 
Menu, in-room coffee, refrigerators, irons/ironing boards, 
hairdryers, and newspapers available Monday thru Friday 
 
 

 
 
 
Across the street from the old NTC (now Liberty Station that 
features a wide variety of new restaurants, museums and 
shops within walking distance) and America’s Cup Harbor; 
Reunion name on Reader Boards and Directional Signs for 
local attendees 
 
We have 3 Ballrooms to choose from. Our Harborview 
Room is located on the top floor and features a beautiful 
view of the San Diego Bay and skyline, as well as our 
beautiful tropically landscaped Poolside Deck for the 
Banquet Meals, or our other 2 ballrooms, the California 
Room and the Pt. Loma Room, both featuring floor to ceiling 
windows 

 
 

 
 
   

RESERVATIONS ARE NOW OPEN 
 
Making your reservations is very easy.  You may call either 
800-650-6660   or   619-224-3621 to make your reservations 
for May 4 – 8, 2014.  You must identify yourself as part of 
the U S NAVY DIVERS REUNION. 

 
You may also go to the Holiday Inn Bayside website 
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www.holidayinn.com/san-baysideca   and make your 
reservations this way. 
 
I was able to negotiate room rates of $99 per night.  The tax 
in San Diego is 12.59%.  So, your room should cost you 
$111.46 per night. 
 
This is very reasonable since the Holiday Inn Bayside is 
offering us so many complimentary items.  The 
complimentary parking alone saves each individual with a 
car between $7 and $10 per day.  The complimentary 
Monday reception saves you approximately $15 per person 
that I would have to charge to have the Monday evening 
reception.  I am very pleased with the room rate we are 
provided. 
 

SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
We will run this reunion exactly as we have in the past. 
 
Hospitality Suite:  We will have our usual hospitality suite 
where the property allows us to bring in our own beer, wine, 
liquor, soft drinks, etc.  We may also bring in our own 
snacks, (i.e., pretzels, chips, nuts, etc.). 
 
The hospitality suite, as we have done in the past, will run 
on the honor system where we put out a can and 
participants donate based on what they think they consume. 
 
Sunday:  Check-in, complete the registration sign-in sheet, 

if you haven’t already done so.  Hospitality suite will be open 
at 1300. 
 
A pre-registration sheet will be sent out via email as well as 
being attached to the 2014 NDA Reunion page on your 
website once I develop it. The Pre-registration sheet is for 
attendee information and to sign up for the events. If you 
wish, you may send your payments for all events to me via 
snail mail for the events you wish to attend. The Pre-
registration sheets should be completed and either emailed 
or snail-mailed to me at 3804 Wildwood Road, San Diego, 
CA 92107-3750.  
 
Once these sheets are complete, you only have to check in 
at our table at the Holiday Inn Bayside after you arrive to let 
us know you are there. 
 
During your on-site Registration (if you have not already pre-
registered), you may also sign up for the Tuesday meeting 
and the Wednesday Night Buffet 
 
Monday:  Hospitality Suite will be open all day.  Continue 
check-in for those that didn’t yesterday. 
 
The Holiday Inn Bayside will host a COMPLIMENTARY 
WELCOME RECEPTION which includes a nice variety of 

hot and cold hors d’oeuvres and a full bar (beer, wine, well 
or soft drinks) for one hour.  This reception will be held in the 
pool area alongside the Bayside Bay. 
 
I have arranged to have the event begin at 1600 and will run 
for one hour.  The Bayside Bar offers daily Happy Hour 
prices along with complimentary hors d’oeuvres from 1700 
to 1830.  So, if you have not eaten consumed enough 
complimentary food and drink from 1600 to 1700, you can 

continue with complimentary hors d’oeuvres and Happy  
 
 
Hour priced beverages at the Bayside Bar for another hour 
and a half. 
 
The Monday reception is offered to get everyone together to 
meet, greet, have a little fun, find out who is attending, and 
make plans with each other for the rest of the week. 
  
Tuesday:  Hospitality Suite will be open all day.  The 

remainder of today is a free day for all. 
 
I’m checking into the possibility of making a day trip to Pala 
Casino in Temecula, CA (about 60 miles from the hotel).  I’m 
working on getting a complimentary bus to take us and bring 
us back.  It would have to be an all-day event so I am 
looking for those of you who might be interested. 
 
Sport fishing at www.pointlomasportfishing.com  is another 
idea I’m going to throw out to all of you.  The docks are 
almost directly across the street from the hotel.  It’s about a 
5 – 7 minute walk on level ground. 
 
Wednesday:  Hospitality Suite will be open all day. 
 
Our bi-annual business meeting will be held at 0900 today in 
the Hospitality Suite. The purpose of this business meeting 
is to discuss the location of the next reunion, the bi-annual 
repeating question of whether or not we want to go to 
annual reunions or stick with the current two year plan. We 
also need to discuss the changes in leadership, the website, 
newsletters, funds, items NDA is currently selling, etc. We 
currently have approximately $20,400 in our bank account, 
of which $6,400 is in our Scholarship Fund. 
 
We still have a good inventory of ball caps, T-shirts and 
challenge coins and will be selling them at the 2014 reunion.  
I actually have cut back on purchasing the T-shirts and this 
will be something we need to discuss at the meeting.  Sales 
are still constant and generate a few bucks for the treasury.  
A recent purchase was a U.S NAVY SATURATION DIVER 
ball cap. 
 
We will hold our banquet in the evening. We are planning on 
the usual buffet style sit down meal followed by our fund 
raising auction. 
 
I have not yet finalized the menu but will make every effort  
to have a varied  fare which should include chicken, fish and 
beef as our entrees. I should have something out to you by 
March1, 2014. 
 
Prior to our bi-annual auction, we will conduct our bi-annual 
"Tolling of the Bells" ceremony for those divers and diver 
support personnel who have passed away during the past 
two years.  I am looking for a bell that we can use.  If any of 
you locals in the San Diego area knows of a good bell with a 
rich tone that we can use, please contact me. 
 

AUCTION  AUCTION  AUCTION 
 
The auction will follow the dinner.  Larry “Doc” Stokes, our 
reunion Auctioneer extraordinaire, has volunteered again to 
do the calling with his beautiful wife, Shirley, handing the 

http://www.holidayinn.com/san-baysideca
http://www.pointlomasportfishing.com/
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collections. 
 
This auction is our main fund raiser for the NDA. 

We always need items for this auction.  So it’s 

time to do your bi-annual clean out of your attics, garages, 
etc. and dig up anything you think will sell…no matter for 
how much or how little.  Every little bit helps. 
 
We accept pretty much anything for the auction. Some of 
our ladies have made beautiful comforters, shawls, etc. for 
past auctions and I am hoping many will do so again for this 
one. 
 
In the past Larry has auctioned off a deep sea dress, a 
jacket with a MK V on the back, scuba tanks, diving knives, 
dive bags, an underwater torch, various dive books and 
journals and the list goes on and on. So, you all get the 
idea. Start cleaning the old homestead and find something 
Larry can work the audience with and get us a few bucks. 
 
I will be contacting Rick Armstrong CWO-5, Ret. again and 
see if he will again graciously offer to commission a piece of 
artwork specifically for the reunion and donate it for our 
auction. You can see some of Rick’s beautiful work at 
www.deepseadiveart.com  You can also go to this link on 
our NDA website under links. If you would like to have Rick 
commission a design specifically for you, you may email 
Rick at deepseadiveart@yahoo.com  
 
I have contacted Bruce Banks and asked if he would again 
donate a week or two at his luxury condo close to Jaco, 
Costa Rica (the west coast). Pat Hudnall was the lucky 
highest bidder on Bruce’s condo at the May 2012 reunion.  
He recently returned from a fun vacation to Costa Rica and 
has sent me several pictures taken during his stay.  If 
pictures tell a story, then Pat’s certainly indicate he and his 
group had a great time. So hopefully, Bruce will provide a 
lucky bidder or bidders the opportunity to spend a week in 
his luxury condo. 
 
Thursday:  Hospitality Suite will be opened until 11:00 A.M.  
This is check-out day. 
 
As I mentioned earlier, the Holiday Inn Bayside has 

graciously extended the low rate to three days before the 
reunion and three days after.  So, if you all want to hang 
around for a couple of days after the reunion, the Holiday 
Inn Bayside has made it economical for you to do so. 

 

History of the NDA / HCU-1 
Reunions 

 
A  few thoughts about the reunion.  The original reunion was 
held in Las Vegas in 1994 as the HARBOR CLEARANCE 
UNIT ONE – VIETNAM reunion.  After several reunions the 
group decided to open the reunions to ALL Navy Divers and 
Support Personnel as the number of HCU ONE vets was a 
finite number that was slowly decreasing.  The intention of 
the current reunion format is to make it possible for 
shipmates to get together to renew old friendships.  There is 
plenty of opportunity for mini-reunions and the swapping of 
Sea Stories that get better every year. Attendance is open to 
ALL NAVY DIVERS, ALL HCU ONE vets, ALL SEALAB 
DIVERS, and more importantly, ALL DIVER SUPPORT 
PERSONNEL (who made and continue to make it possible 

for the diver’s to complete their missions), their spouses and 

friends. 

NDA Ship’s Store 
 

Our ship’s store continues to remain open and, although it 

does not compare to the Navy Exchange at Pearl Harbor 

and we do not contend to compete with them, we do have a 

nice supply of  NDA Challenge Coins,  NDA/HCU-1 T-

Shirts and Diving Ball Caps. 

 

501(c)3 and SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 
I have recently made a career change and therefore have 
more time to devote to the NDA and the activities I promised 
to accomplish at the 2012 Reunion. 
 
Therefore, I have begun the process of filing for our 501(c)3 
Tax Exempt status so donors to the NDA Scholarship Fund 
can claim their donations as a tax deduction in their annual 
tax filing.  I expect to have this completed and have our 
501(c)3 approval in approximately eight (8) weeks. 
 
As part of this filing, we needed to identify a Board of 
Directors (BOD) so a couple of days ago, I reached out to 
Bruce Banks, Ross Saxon and Tom Cullison to make up the 
NDA BOD.  I have heard back from Bruce and Ross and 
they agreed to accept the position. 
 
I drafted the Scholarship introductory letter and application 
and have sent to Mike Cattolico, NDA Scholarship Chair, 
Dave Peterson, Larry Stokes and the three prospective 
Directors for their cuts on it. 

 

NAVY DIVERS ASSOCIATION WEBSITE 
 
Don’t forget to continue to visit OUR website now that WE 
(you and me) paid for and WE put together and WE 
maintain.  It’s OUR website for US.  Please support it by 
visiting YOUR website. 
 
Also, if you have comments or suggestions that you think 
would make OUR website a better website, please do not 
hesitate to contact me as I AM ALWAYS OPEN for 
suggestions and constructive criticism. 
 

www.navydivers.net 
 

CHECKLIST 

 
If you need anything or want to inquire about anything, 
please contact one of us. 
 
David Ball 
 3804 Wildwood Road, San Diego, CA 92107-3750 
 Home:  (619) 225-0304        Cell:   (619) 733-3804 
 Home email:  davidball@cox.net 
 
Dave Peterson 
 635 Harmony Way, Centreville, MD 21617 
 Home:  (443) 262-8335 

 Home email:  speterson@chesapeake.net 
      
     

http://www.deepseadiveart.com/
mailto:deepseadiveart@yahoo.com
http://www.navydivers.net/
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